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In The Claims 

The following is a listing of the clainas with amendments, which are presented in 
accordance with revised 37 CF.fl. §M2l. 
Claims 1-67 (Canceled) 

68. (Previously presented) A computer implememed method for managing a project 
using a processing system, the method comprising: 

establishing a database in the processing system, the processing system maintained by a 
project management entity; 

providing funding approval associated with the project, the funding approval being 
effected in association with a docmnent collection associated with the project, the document 
collection maintained in the database; 

accessing the document collection in the database by a vendor; 

the vendor entering and submitting electronically intbrmation related to the project; itnd 

the vendor determining thai funding approval for the project has been secured through 
access to the document collection, 

69. (Previously presented) The method of claim 68, further including nransferring 
monetary funds to the vendor after a predetermined event has occiured. 

70. (Previously presented) The method of claim 69, wherein the predetermined event 
is the cotnpleiion of a portion of the project associated with the vendor, 

71. (Previously presented) The method of claun 70, wherein upon completion of the 
porUon of the pmject associated with the vendor, the vendor submits an invoice via the system. 

72. (Previously presented) The ii^thod of claim 71, wherein the invoice is 
electronically iransnuiied from a vendor workstation. 
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73. (Previously presemed) The method of clttim 7 1 , wherein subsequent to 
bubraission of the invoice by the vendor, a payment associated with ibe invoice goes through 
validation process and is charged against ponions of a contract associared with the project. 

74. (Previously presented) The method of claim 68, wherein accessing the document 
collection in the database by the vendor is controlled by access rights, which include a password 

75. (Previously presented) The method of claim 68, wherein the project is a 
construction project. 

76. (Previously presented) The method of claim 68, wherein the vendor determining 
that approval for the project has been secured through access to the document collection is 
effected by the vendor reviewing an elecononic copy of a purchase order 

77. (Pniviously presented) The method of claim 76, wherein the vendor accesses 
payment confirmations via the processmg system. 

78. (Previously presented) The method of claim 76. wherein the purchase order is 
issued to the vendor electronically. 

79. (Previously presented) The method of claim 78, wherein the purchase order is 
issued to the vendor electronically, with a notification being made lo a project manager. 

80. (Previously presented) The method of claim 68. wherem the method ftinher 
includes providing a contract to the vendor, the contract defining tasks to be performed by the 
vendor, the contract included in the document collection, 

8 1 . (Previously pre:jented) The oiethod of claim 80, wherein the contract further 
provides for the issuance of change orders by a project manager. 
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82. (Previously presented) The method of claim of claim 68, wherein ihfi processing 
system provides a lisT of all projects associated miti a panicular user, each of Uie projeccs 
associated with a documeni collection. 

83. (Previously presented) The meihod of claim 68, fUnher including obtaining an 
invoice from each vendor once the respective vendor's ponion of rhe project is compleied, 

84. (Previously presented) The method of claim 68. wherein the project is assigned a 
project number, which is associated with the document colJeciion. 

85. (Previously presented) The method of claim 68, wherein the funding approval is 
pan of a Request for Assistance initiated by a client. 

86. (Previously presented) The method of claim 68. wherein the funding approval is 
proce^ised in the processing system by an approval process. 

87. (Previously presented) The meihod of claim 86, wherein the approval process 
includes the processing system handling approval by a series of approvers. 

88. (Previously presented) The method of claim 87, wherein an approver returns the 
funding approval to a previous approver, the previous approver not being the requestor. 

89. (Previously presented) The meihod of claim 88, wherein the approver returns the 
funding approval lo the requestor, as well as the previous approver- 

90. (Previously presented) The naethod of claim 68. wherein the method funher 
includes soliciting work from the vendors using die processing sysiem- 

91 . (Previously presented) The method of claim 68» wherein the vendor 
communicates with the processing system using a workstation over a network. 
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92. (Previously presentea) The method of claim 68, v/herein ihe processing system 
provides for accessing a listing of Request for Aiisistance associated with a panicuiar business 
imii. 

93. (Previously presented) The method of claim 68, wherein the processing system 
provides for a user to access all funding documents for projects on which the user is involved, 

94. (previously presented) The method of claim 68, wherein a review entity provides 
an evaluation of an offer extended by a vendor. 

95. (Previously presented) The method of claim 94, wherein the review entity is a 
project manager and the offer extended by a vendor is a bid- 

96. (Previously pitisented) The method of claim 68, wherein the funding approval is 
effected by a client hierarchy. 

97. (Previously presented) The method of claim 68. wherein the vendor is a 
construction entity. 

98. (Previously presented) A computer implemented method for managing a 
construction project using a processing system, the method comprising; 

establishing a database in the processing system, the processing system maintained by a 
project management entity; 

providing funding approval associated with the construction project, the funding approval 
being effected in association with a document collection associated with the construction project, 
the document collection maintained in the database; 

accessing the docimient collection in the database by a vendor; 

the vendor entering and submitting electronically information related to the consui^ction 
project; 
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me vendor determining cbai approval for ibe project has been secured through access to 
the processing system; and 

uranstening moueiary funds to tbe vendor after a predetermined event has occurred, 
wherein the predetermined event is the completion of a ponion of the construction project 
associated with the vendor; 

wherein the vendor is a construction entity- 

99. (previously presented) A computer Implemented method for managing a project 
using a processing system, the method comprising: 

establishing a dat^ase in the processmg system, the processing system maintained by a 
project management entity; 

providing funding approval associated with the project, the funding approval being 
effected in association with a docun>ent collection associated with the project, the document 
collection maintained in the database; 

accessing the document collection in the database by a vendor; 

the vendor entering and submitting electronically information related to the project; 

the vendor determining that approval for the project has been secured through access to 
the processing system; and 

transferring monetary funds to the vendor after a predetermined event has occurred. 

100. (Previously presented) A computer implemented rtiethod for managing a project 
using a processing system, the method comprising: 

establishing a database in the processing system, the processing system maintained by a 
project management entity; 
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providing funding approval associated with ibe project, the funding approval being 
effected in as^iociation with a document collection associated with ihe project, die document 
collection maintained in the database; 

accessing ibe document collection in the database by a vendor; 

die vendor entering and submitting electronically information related to the project; 

the vendor determining that approval for the project has been secured through access to 
the procesiiing system; and 

transferring monetary funds to the vendor after completion of a portion of the project 
associated with the vendor, 

101 . (Currently ameiwJed) A computer implemented n^cibod for managing a project 
using a processing system, the method comprising; 

establishing a database in the processing system, the processing system maintained by a 
project management entity; 

providing funding approval associated with the project, the funding approval being 
effected in association with a document collection associated with the project, the document 
collection maintained in the database, the funding approval including: 

identifying entities diat comprise un approval hierarchy; and 
automatically forwarding a notice requesting approval of ai least one electronic 
document, in the document collection, to a successive one of the entities upon approval of the at 
least one electronic document by a previous entity in the approval hierarchy; and 

accessing the document collection in the database by a vendor; 

the vendor entering and subnPLitting electronically information related to the project;,,^ 
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iho vendor detennining ihai approval for the project has been secured through access to 

the document collection- 

102. (Previously presented) A computer implemented method for managing a project 
using a processing system, the method comprising: 

establishing a database in the processing system, the processing system mamtained by a 
project management entity; 

providing funding approval dissociated with the project, the Junding approval being 
effected in association with a data set associated with the project, the data set maintained in the 
database; 

accessing the data set in the database by a vendor; 

the vendor entering and submitting electronically information related to the project; and 
the vendor determining that funding approval for the project has been secured through 
access to the data set. 

103. (Previously presented) A computer implemented method for managing a project 
using a processing system^ the method comprising: 

establishing a database in the processing system, the processing system maintained by a 
project management entity; 

providing funding approval associated with the project, the funding approval being 
effected in association with a doctimeni coUeciion associated with the project, the document 
collection maintained in the database; 

accessing the docinnent collection in the database by a vendor; 

the vendor entering and subnutting electronically information related to the project; and 
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rtje vendor decermimng thai funding approval for the project ba^ been secured through 
access to the document coUection; 

further including transferring monetary tunds to the vendor after a predetermined event 

has occurred; 

wherein the predeternuned event is the completion of a portion of the project associated 
with the vendor; 

wherein accessing the document coUection in the database by the vendor is controlled by 
access rights, which include a password 

wherein the projeci is a construction project; 

wherein the method further includes providing a contract to the vendor, the contract 
defining tasks to be performed by the vendor, the contract included in the document collection; 

wherein the approval process includes the processing system handling approval by a 
series of approvers; and 

wherein a review entity provides an evaluation of an offer extended by a vendor. 

104. (Previously presented) A computer implemented method for managing a project 
using a processing system, the method comprising: 

establishing a database in the processing system, the processing system maintained by a 
project management entity; 

providing funding approval associated with the project, the funding approval being 
effected in association with a document collection associated with the project, the docuoient 
collection naaintained in the database; 

accessing the document collection in the database by a vendor; 

the vendor entering and submitting electronically information related to the project; 

10 



PAGE 12/25 ' RCVD AT »08 7:14:10 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPT0«EFXRF-1I7 ' DNIS:2738300 ' CSID.'+^ DURATION (min-ss):0642 



Mar-06-06 07:16pin Froni-HUNTON WILLIAMS + T-680 P. 13/25 F-551 

Application Serial No,: 09/705,486 Auomey DocKei No.: 72167.000166 

the vendor deierroining funding 4pprovaJ for the project has been secured through 
access lo the document collection; and 

ir^sferring monetary funds to the vendor ^er a predeiennined event has occurred; 

wherein the predetermined event is the completion of a ponion of the project associated 
wuh the vendor, and upon completion of the portion of the project associated with the vendor, 
the vendor submits an invoice via the system, wherein the invoice is electronically transmiued 
from a vendor workstation; 

wherein subsequent to submission of the invoice by the vendor, a payment associated 
with the invoice goes through a validation process and is charged against portions of a contract 
associated with the project; 

wherein the method funher includes providing a contract to the vendor, the conuract 
defining tasks to be performed by the vendor, the contract included in the document collection; 

wherein the processing system provides a list of all projects associated with a particular 
Uiier, each of the projects associated with a document collection; 

the method further including obtaining an invoice from each vendor once the respective 
vendor's portion of the project is completed; 

whei^in the funding approval is processea in the processing system by an approval 
process, the approval process includes the processing system handling approval by a senes of 
approvers, and wherein an approver remms the funding approval to a previous approver, the 
previous approver not being the requestor, the approver rt;iums the funding approval to the 
requestor, as well as the previous approver. 
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